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	        CURRICULUM RESOURCE CENTER



	
	  Announces Spring 2007 Sessions




organized in cooperation with the Departments and Programs

            of the Central European University

In the Spring 2007 semester CRC is offering the following sessions:

1. Open House Sessions in broad discipline areas

The Open House sessions are organized in broad discipline areas covered by one or more CEU departments. These sessions are intended to introduce participants to CEU’s approach to a relevant discipline and new techniques for designing courses in that field. To this end the sessions will provide participants access to the facilities and resources of the CEU and the appropriate department, as well as general training workshops on course design and teaching methodology. Participants are invited to use the CEU library, visit relevant classes and meet faculty. The primary target groups of the Open House sessions are junior academics who are at the beginning of their teaching career, or mid-career and senior academics who would benefit from the above offerings.

Open House CRC sessions will be offered in Fall 2007 !

2. Course Innovation Sessions
These sessions intend to explore the cutting edge developments in a particular discipline. The sessions are meant primarily for senior faculty with significant teaching and research experience or for outstanding, research-oriented junior faculty. By discussing recent developments and exploring contemporary debates with CEU’s host departments and faculty, participants are expected to revise or update their courses or offer new courses in their particular area of interest. Additional training on course development is also offered by the CRC. These sessions are organized with a strong involvement of CEU departments and often will be combined with a workshop or a conference on the topic of the session.

In Spring 2007 we offer the following Course Innovation Sessions:

Economics

Network industries in transition countries

January 22 – 26, 2007 

 (deadline for applications: 10 December, 2006)

The session purposes to discuss the evolution and future prospects of network industries (electricity industry, gas industry, telecoms, etc) in transition countries. Using the knowledge from microeconomics and regulation economics it will concentrate on the following topics: market opening and competition, regulatory framework, ownership structure, effects of accession and the theoretical discussion will be illustrated with case studies. 

The session includes a workshop on the announced theme to which participants are advised to contribute by preparing a short description of the network industries in their home countries  and will be based  on the Industrial Organization course taught at the CEU Economics department in January 2007. 

____________________________________________

History

Change of Paradigms in Writing History of Eastern Europe since 1989/91

March 5 -11, 2007.

(deadline for applications: 25 January, 2007)

This session will focus on changes in perspectives and methodological approaches in writing and teaching history of Eastern Europe since the collapse of Communism. It includes a conference discussing the following topics in separate panels: National narratives; History of Empires; Stalinism; Intellectual History; Patterns of Modernization; History of Media and Communications; History of Science and of Cultural contacts across the Iron Curtain and also possible is the session on Religious Studies.

Special round-table discussion on “difficult topics”, in other words on political (ab)use of history, particularly of narratives of ethnic victimization, is also planned.

Participants of the CRC session are offered to take part in the discussions and contribute as formal discussants to the conference.

The conference and the CRC session will allow faculty from Eastern Europe to meet leading specialists in the field and discuss the results of dramatic transformation, which happened to historical science and teaching history in the region since 1989/91. 

Academics who are involved in any of the above-mentioned topics in their teaching and research, are encouraged to apply.

______________________________________________

Medieval Studies and Religious Studies

Visual Culture, Images and Text, Religious life, Magic

March 8 -15, 2007

(deadline for applications: 1 February, 2007)

The CRC workshop, organized in cooperation with the CEU Medieval Studies department and Religious Studies program, intends to deal with the recently very important trends of international historical research towards the visual culture of the past. It will focus on the use and meanings of images and the various symbolic aspects of visual representation. Special emphasis will be placed on the context of images with religious space and, particularly, on the supernatural and its role in visual communication. The goal of the workshop is the implementation of comparative approaches towards 

- images and their distance or closeness to the beholders;

- contexts of images and texts;

- specific patterns of visual culture;

- developments and changes over time.

The session is recommended to academics who do research on any aspects of historical visual culture and who work on new course concepts creating a closer cooperation between different disciplines in the university curriculum concerning history, art history, religious studies, and theology.

______________________________________________

International Relations and European Studies

Varieties of East-European Capitalisms

March 19 –23, 2007 

(deadline for applications: 12 February, 2007)

This CRC workshop is an application of the Varieties of Capitalism approach to the diversity of emerging capitalism in Central and Eastern Europe. The theme is readily connected to seminars in comparative politics and comparative political economy. It also invites faculty to debate the much discussed and sizable literature on varieties of capitalism in advanced countries. Academics teaching or planning to introduce this topic in their courses are encouraged to apply.

____________________________________________

Nationalism

Nationalism and the Jews in Modern Times

March 26 – 30, 2007
 (deadline for applications: 20 February, 2007)

The session co-organised with the Nationalism department proposes to explore the emergence of modern nationalism, with particular focus on the manifold challenges that faced the Jews of Eastern, Central and Western Europe as competing national ideologies demanded their allegiance or rejected them as totally unassimilable. It will examine relevant topics from the late 18th-century integration of Jews into European society until the late 20th-century fall of communism.

Emphasis will be placed on primary sources - and primary source collections - which can be used in teaching seminars and lecture classes. The session is recommended for teachers of History, Nationalism Studies and Jewish Studies who are interested in integrating new voices and perspectives in their teaching. 

3. Topical Issues in Curriculum Development 
These sessions are expected to cover topical issues of particular importance to the development of higher education in the region, in all areas related to curriculum development. Organized by the CRC office in co-operation with a wide range of strategic partners, these sessions address current trends in curriculum development, degree structures and particular or special interest issues. These sessions could be directed at a particular group of academics or focus on a target region or institution(s).

CRC session offered in Topical Issues is:

Environmental Sciences and Policy

Teaching of Sustainable Development in social and natural sciences departments

 April 2 – 7, 2007

(deadline for applications: 1 March, 2007)

Ideas of sustainable development (SD) are now incorporated in many spheres of life, being in the center of economic and political debates. EU already is basing its policy on the concepts of SD. At the same time within the existing educational systems in Eastern Europe SD should be studied within some established traditional academic discipline, like biology, geography, soil science or sociology, history, economics. Each of them treats issues of sustainablilty differently, from their own angle. How to achieve balance between holistic representation of concepts of SD on one hand with the approaches of traditional disciplines on the other? What can be Historian's view on SD versus that of geographer or sociologist? Should teachers use interdisciplinary approach or base teaching of SD concepts on the knowledge which students already obtained within their discipline?

This session will be mostly invitation for debate within the framework of a seminar rather than presentation of ready answers.

University teachers who teach sustainable development concepts at  tradional well-established departments of the universities across eastern Europe are incouraged to apply.

Additional request to the application plackage: applicants should attach a short summary of experience or questions that they are willing to share with the group.

____________________________________________________

Public Policy

Ethics and Public Policy
April 23 – 27, 2007

(deadline for applications: 20 March, 2007)

The workshop organised by the CRC office and the Center for Policy Studies aims to provide a forum for discussion and peer-support on practical questions of teaching and developing courses on ethics for public service and public policy. While the region has strong traditions in ethics as a field of philosophy, applied ethics courses for future decision-makers with a view to policy relevance and current affairs remain relatively rare. This interdisciplinary workshop is intended for those interested in this subject, and will draw on ethics, political science and public management. Rather than moral philosophy per se, the main focus of the workshop will be on methods and approaches to teaching applied ethics and public policy. Applications are welcome from academics already active in this area as well as those currently developing courses, particularly in political science, public management and administration, and public policy. 

_________________________________________________________

Gender Studies

Gender, Empire, and the Politics of Central and Eastern Europe

May 14 – 19, 2007

(deadline for applications: 9 April, 2007)

This CRC session is connected to a special symposium hosted by the CEU Department of Gender Studies entitled, “Gender, Empire, and the Politics of Central and Eastern Europe” (see Gender Studies website for a full description of the symposium: www.ceu.hu/gend/). The two-day symposium addresses the conjuncture of a number of important issues affecting the emergence of Gender Studies within the academies of Central and Eastern Europe. The symposium seeks to use regional analysis to pose a broader inquiry about the ways that knowledge projects such a Gender Studies travel across institutional, national, regional, and geopolitical contexts in order to think more generally about how to approach the study of local/regional particularity and transnational processes. To this end, participants will investigate a series of analytical and methodological questions: How have regional religious and cultural orientations framed the content, scope and value of gender as a category of analysis and as a new field of study? How does the academic institutionalization of Gender Studies reflect, contest, and transform the emergence of new norms of gender equity in the context of communism’s historical eclipse? How do broader transformations in the academies of Central and Eastern Europe, specifically, their relation to the state, to the European community, and to the contemporary political practices of empire, inform both Gender Studies and the wider reconfiguration of academic knowledge projects in which it participates? 

Summary of CRC sessions:

Economics: Network industries in transition countries
 January 22 – 26, 2007 (deadline for applications: 10 December, 2006)

History:Change of Paradigms in Writing History of Eastern Europe since 1989/91

March 5 -11, 2007 (deadline for applications: 25 January, 2007)

Medieval Studies and Religious Studies: 

Visual Culture, Images and Text, Religious life, Magic
March 8 -15, 2007 (deadline for applications: 1 February, 2007)

IRES :Varieties of East-European Capitalisms

March 19 –23, 2007 (deadline for applications: 12 February, 2007)

Nationalism: Nationalism and the Jews in Modern Times
March 26 – 30, 2007  (deadline for applications: 20 February, 2007)

Environmental Sciences and Policy:

Teaching of Sustainable Development in social and natural sciences departments

 April 2 – 7, 2007 (deadline for applications: 1 March, 2007)

Public Policy: Ethics and Public Policy
April 23 – 27, 2007 (deadline for applications: 20 March, 2007)

Gender Studies: Gender, Empire, and the Politics of Central and Eastern Europe
May 14 – 19, 2007 (deadline for applications: 9 April, 2007)

Note: CRC Fall 2007 sessions are planned to be announced by mid - May, 2006.
All CRC Applicants must:

Be university teachers and/ or professionals (who teach part-time) in the Social Sciences and Humanities from the region who are preparing to revise or develop their courses;

Have sufficient English language ability, both written and spoken, to participate in discussions and use resource materials;

Submit an application with all accompanying required documents as stated on the CRC application form.

All costs related to transportation and accommodation during

the sessions will be covered by the CRC.
Curriculum Resource Session application forms, application deadlines, the session schedule and further information on the center’s outreach activities and resources may be obtained from the CRC office at the Central European University or through national Soros Foundations.

MAILING ADDRESS

Curriculum Resource Center (CRC) / Central European University

Nador utca 9, H -1051 Budapest, Hungary;

Tel: ++ (36 - 1) 327 3189 or 327 3000;

Fax: ++ (36 -1) 327 3190

E-mail: crc@ceu.hu;

WWW address: http://www.ceu.hu/crc/
Non-Discrimination Policy Central European University does not discriminate on the basis of – including, but not limited to – race, color, national and ethnic origin, religion, gender or sexual orientation in administering its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs.

