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	        CURRICULUM RESOURCE CENTER



	
	  Announces  Fall  2007 Sessions




organized in cooperation with the Departments and Programs

            of the Central European University

In the Fall 2007 semester CRC is offering the following sessions:

1. Open House Sessions in broad discipline areas

The Open House sessions are organized in broad discipline areas covered by one or more CEU departments. These sessions are intended to introduce participants to CEU’s approach to a relevant discipline and new techniques for designing courses in that field. To this end the sessions will provide participants access to the facilities and resources of the CEU and the appropriate department, as well as general training workshops on course design and teaching methodology. Participants are invited to use the CEU library, visit relevant classes and meet faculty. The primary target groups of the Open House sessions are junior academics who are at the beginning of their teaching career, or mid-career and senior academics who would benefit from the above offerings.

IRES: November 5 – 9 , 2007 - (deadline for applications:  25 September, 2007)

Medieval Studies: November 19 – 23, 2007(deadline for applications: 1 October, 2007)

Political Sciences : November 26 – 30, 2007 - (deadline for applications: 15 October, 2007)

2. Course Innovation Sessions
These sessions intend to explore the cutting edge developments in a particular discipline. The sessions are meant primarily for senior faculty with significant teaching and research experience or for outstanding, research-oriented junior faculty. By discussing recent developments and exploring contemporary debates with CEU’s host departments and faculty, participants are expected to revise or update their courses or offer new courses in their particular area of interest. Additional training on course development is also offered by the CRC. These sessions are organized with a strong involvement of CEU departments and often will be combined with a workshop or a conference on the topic of the session.

In Fall 2007 we offer the following Course Innovation Sessions:

Economics

Comparative Institutional Economics: Research Orientation and Course Structures 

October 15 -19, 2007 

 (deadline for applications: 3 September, 2007)

The CRC workshop, co-hosted with the CEU Department of Economics, aims at discussing with participants comparative institutional economics. The workshop will focus on recent research topics in the field, as well as provide suggestions about possible course structures and reading lists that participants could built on in developing or revising their own courses in the field. 

The workshop is recommended in particular to faculty with research and teaching interests in economic development, economic systems and economics of transition, public economics, law and economics, economic history and applied microeconomic theory in general.

____________________________________________

History 

Alternative Culture: New Developments in Teaching and Research

November 5 - 9, 2007

(deadline for applications:  25 September, 2007)

CRC office and the Open Society Archivum in cooperation with CEU History Department  is announcing this session with the main purpose to explore the idea of alternative culture by taking up issues, concepts and debates at the leading edge of current research in the humanities and social sciences. It aims to introduce the concept of alternative culture in order to help develop new ways of teaching and researching contemporary culture, both in former socialist countries and in the West.


Alternative does not mean minor or insignificant. Indeed, what has been developing through the idea of alternative is an entirely distinct framing and understanding of culture. The era of globalization is one in which enormous numbers of alternatives are positioning themselves against a dominant that has been torn apart by the speed of spatial and temporal transformations. This session proposes to initiate new ways of making sense of this situation and to create the intellectual and scholarly tools to teach and research contemporary culture with fresh insight and energy. It will focus on introducing interdisciplinary approach to reframe the existing approaches to the study of culture in both contemporary and historical perspective.


It includes a workshop Alternative Images: Documentary as Counter-Culture where several questions will be discussed though presentations and roundtable discussion. Participants of the CRC session are offered to take part in the discussions and contribute to the workshop. It will be mostly invitation for debate within the framework of a session rather than presentation of ready answers.

Academics, who are already involved in this area as well as those currently developing courses with a focus on cooperation between different disciplines in the universities of the region, are encouraged to apply. 

Important note: Applicants will be asked to attach a short summary (500 words) describing their experience in teaching and/or researching the themes related to the topic of the session.

_________________________________________________

Legal Studies

The European Union and Human Rights - its internal and external dimensions

November 12 - 16, 2007.

(deadline for applications: 1 October, 2007)

This CRC session, organized in cooperation with the Legal Studies department, proposes to offer insights into the teaching of the European Union (EU) and human rights. 

Whilst the EU is closely concerned with the promotion and protection of Human Rights in both its internal and external activities, few courses in the region address directly and specifically EU human rights law and policy. In general, courses focus on the international regime of protection of human rights, or the European Convention on Human Rights mechanism, or the national constitutional and legislative guarantees. In fact, misunderstanding and confusion persist in relation to these distinctive yet sometimes overlapping levels and systems of protection. Moreover, where it is taught, the protection of fundamental rights in the EU is usually incorporated into broader EU law courses, with the consequence that very little time is spent on the subject, and the focus is therefore placed on judicial remedies for violations of human rights while the EU is slowly building a comprehensive human rights policy. 

This session offers a debate in teaching Human Rights in the European Union, whilst situating it in its wider policy context, addressing not only its internal but also external dimensions (i.e. in relation to third countries) and clarifying the complex relationship between the different mechanisms for Human Rights Protection. It also makes it relevant to the practice of human rights through the use of a practical scenario. Besides, the session will also explore the use of e-learning as a teaching tool to support student-led seminars.

University teachers involved in the teaching of, or developing courses on EU law and EU politics, as well as Human Rights, are encouraged to apply. A basic knowledge of the EU institutional framework is expected from participants.

____________________________________________________

Philosophy

Aristotelian themes in contemporary metaphysics

November 19 -23, 2007.

(deadline for applications: 8 October, 2007)

In medieval philosophy in the Western tradition, metaphysics was largely based on the Aristotelian framework of form and matter. The modern philosophical tradition involved a clear break with this conceptual apparatus, as well as with other assumptions of Aristotelian philosophy. In contemporary metaphysics, however, there has been a revival of certain Aristotelian views. For example, it has been suggested that the Aristotelian approach to the mind is more fruitful than the Cartesian approach; the Aristotelian notions of primary and secondary substances were re-assessed and applied to the theory of persons and personal identity. 

The CRC session hosted in cooperation with the CEU Philosophy department will involve a workshop, which proposes to look into the recent developments of neo-Aristotelian tendencies in contemporary metaphysics and aims to promote a heightened historical awareness in teaching contemporary metaphysics, and a heightened awareness of contemporary metaphysical issues when teaching history of philosophy. 

Applications are expected from scholars interested in contemporary metaphysics and in Aristotle. The workshop plans to have short presentations both by members of the CEU faculty and some of our CRC visitors, therefore applicants interested in giving a short (20 minutes) presentation on an Aristotelian theme which is relevant to contemporary metaphysics, are kindly asked to include a 500 word abstract of the presentation in their application. 

3. Topical Issues in Curriculum Development 
These sessions are expected to cover topical issues of particular importance to the development of higher education in the region, in all areas related to curriculum development. Organized by the CRC office in co-operation with a wide range of strategic partners, these sessions address current trends in curriculum development, degree structures and particular or special interest issues. These sessions could be directed at a particular group of academics or focus on a target region or institution(s).

CRC session offered in Topical Issues is:

Environmental Sciences and Policy

Problems of developing of new Bologna-type 2-year Master courses in the field of Environmental Sciences and Policy in Eastern European countries

October 8 -12, 2007

(deadline for applications: 27 August, 2007)

Bologna process, which means establishment of bachelor' and master' programs is a new development in many countries, especially in Eastern Europe. They have to adapt their old system based on a single 5-year "specialist" degree to the new setting. In many cases master-level education means giving students a choice between different subjects, which is an entirely new approach in many Eastern European countries, where student often had no choice at all.  More challenging still, in order to be competitive on the international market and allow easier exchanges of professors and students with the other countries (one of the main purposes of Bologna process), many universities should be able to deliver at least some courses in English language.

The purpose of this CRC session will be to discuss the difficulties and peculiarities of shifting to bachelor-master scheme in the field of Environmental Sciences and related disciplines. How to counter on interdisciplinarity? How to combine narrow specialization of different chairs with broad perspectives needed for the Master course? How should the programs be specified? How to deal with student choice of courses?  

These and other issues we want to discuss in the framework of the proposed session and with the help of course participants we would like to answer these questions and probably many more.

Summary of CRC sessions:

Environmental Sciences and Policy:

Problems of developing of new Bologna-type 2-year Master courses in the field of Environmental Sciences and Policy in Eastern European countries -

October 8 -12, 2007 - (deadline for applications: 27 August, 2007)

Economics: Comparative Institutional Economics: Research Orientation and Course Structures - October 15 -19, 2007 - (deadline for applications: 3 September, 2007)

History: Alternative Culture: New Developments in Teaching and Research 

- November 5 - 9, 2007 (deadline for applications:  25 September, 2007)
IRES:  November 5 - 9, 2007 (deadline for applications: 25 September, 2007)

Legal Studies:

The European Union and Human Rights - its internal and external dimensions

November 12 - 16, 2007. (deadline for applications: 1 October, 2007)

Medieval Studies:  November 19 – 23, 2007 -  (deadline for applications: 1 October, 2007)

Philosophy : Aristotelian themes in contemporary metaphysics - November 19 - 23, 2007 

(deadline for applications: 8 October, 2007)

Political Sciences : November 26 – 30, 2007 - (deadline for applications: 15 October, 2007)

Note: CRC Spring  2008 sessions are planned to be announced by mid - October, 2007.
All CRC Applicants must:

Be university teachers and/ or professionals (who teach part-time) in the Social Sciences and Humanities from the region (non EU countries) who are preparing to revise or develop their courses;

Have sufficient English language ability, both written and spoken, to participate in discussions and use resource materials;

Submit an application with all accompanying required documents as stated on the CRC application form.
Curriculum Resource Session application forms, application deadlines, the session schedule and further information on the center’s outreach activities and resources may be obtained from the CRC office at the Central European University or through national Soros Foundations.

MAILING ADDRESS

Curriculum Resource Center (CRC) / Central European University

Nador utca 9, H -1051 Budapest, Hungary;

Tel: ++ (36 - 1) 327 3189 or 327 3000;

Fax: ++ (36 -1) 327 3190

E-mail: crc@ceu.hu;

WWW address: http://www.ceu.hu/crc/
Non-Discrimination Policy Central European University does not discriminate on the basis of – including, but not limited to – race, color, national and ethnic origin, religion, gender or sexual orientation in administering its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs.

