Ethnic Relations Barometer

More than 20 minorities living in Romania relate in distinct ways to the inter-ethnic issue. The explanation is in the different dimensions of the groups and in their traditions, in the specific ways of expressing the national identity and perceiving the groups’ needs. The Romanian ethnic minorities can be grouped in three: 

1. The Hungarian minority, a group with a strong national identity

2. The Roma minority, a group facing many social and educational problems, fighting prejudice and discrimination. 

3. Other minorities, relatively small, varying from a few thousands to 60 000-100 000 members. 

The official approach to the minority issues after 1989 was in favor of the last category, the least numerous groups, which found the possibility to revive after the fall of communism. The nationalist discourse targeted mainly Hungarians, Roma and Jews. Most ethnic conflicts happened in communities where Hungarians, Romanians or Roma or all of these groups in different majority-minority relations live. 

The Ethnic Relations Barometer (BARE) was design as a series of sociological studies targeting the following topics: monitoring and evaluating the situation of ethnic groups in Romania, self-perception and the perception of other, dynamic of the representations and of stereotypes of different ethnic groups, construction of the ethnic and national identity, the impact and the level of knowledge of public policies concerning minorities in Romania, public discourse about ethnic minorities. 

The objective of the project is to collect reliable data about representations, opinions, judgements, attitudes and behavior of the members of different ethnic groups. A set of questions targets the political and legislative initiatives addressing the ethnic relations issues, such as the use of mother tongue in public administration, education in the language of the minorities. The research also gathers data about the daily use of the mother tongues by the majority and the minority. Other topics included in the research are: social distance among different ethnic groups, the dynamic of ethnic interaction, the perception on the role of the Romanian state and the relation to the kin-state, the consideration for the economic, cultural and educational support offered to ethnic minorities. 

BARE is done on a yearly basis since 2000. The Ethnocultural Diversity Resource Center proposes the call for research - BARE in order to make use of this scientific database and to evaluate the dynamic of the interethnic relations in Romania. 

The research will have to follow the structure of the database, the communities included in BARE – Romanians, Hungarians, and Roma - and the most important topics of BARE. 

The papers will have to analyze the BARE databases, by being practical oriented and containing suggestions for the decision-makers at both central and local levels. 

Objectives of the program

· Evaluating and making use of the BARE databases 

· Identifying the models in the dynamics of the interethnic relations 

Target group

The program targets the community of researchers and scholars from Romania interested in the interethnic relations issue. They are invited to analyze the evolution of the ethnic relations in Romania, as it is reflected by BARE and its 1993-1996, 2000, 2001 and 2002 editions. The best three papers will be awarded and published together with others in a volume. 

The volume targets mainly decision-makers and policy makers, as well as representatives of NGO’s and mass media. 

Outcome of the program

The project will offer valuable information about the perceptions and the attitudes on the structure and form through which the ethnic identity expresses itself, about the political and economic factors influencing them, as well as the mentalities that can lead to the increase or decrease of the ethnic strains. 

The project’s outcome will be a volume of analyses of the dynamic of inter-ethnic relations in Romania, as it is reflected by BARE. The papers will be published on the web, as well as part of the collection Ethnocultural Diversity in Romania: Syntheses. 

Activities of the program:

1. Preparatory activities, June5 

2. Initiation of the program, June 6 – September 30 

3. Selection of the papers October, 1 – October 15 

4. Editing and publishing the volume, October 16– November 16 

5. The prize award, –December

1. Preparatory activities

Activities developed during this phase of the project include the design and printing of the advertisements, the identification of the ways to promote the program. 

2. Initiation of the program

In order to receive a large amount of papers and a high qualitaty, the advertisements of the program will be sent to: 

· Political Science, Sociology and Psychology Faculties in Bucureşti, Timişoara, Iaşi, Oradea, Cluj, Sibiu, etc. 

· Research institutes

· Discussion groups

BARE databases:

The 2001 and 2002 BARE databases are available on the EDRC website, both in SPSS format and as presentations – PPT and PDF. The 2000 BARE data is available only as presentation in electronic version on the website. The 1993-1996 data is available as presentation at EDRC. At request, the data can be received electronically or as presentation. 

Papers

Format 

· Available electronically

· Sent by email or on a disk by post

· Size of the paper: 15-20 pages long, TNR, characters of 12, 1,5 lines

Topics of research

· Evaluating the situation of ethnic groups in Romania

· Self-perception and the perception of other

· Dynamic of the representations and of stereotypes of different ethnic groups

· Construction of the ethnic and national identity

· The impact and the level of knowledge of public policies concerning minorities in Romania

· Public discourse about ethnic minorities 

· Social and economic factors relevant in the interethnic relations dynamic

· Institutional accommodation of diversity in Romania

3. Selection 

The jury will select a number of three papers that will be awarded and a number of 10-15 papers for publishing. The jury can make recommendations for the authors of the papers to be published in order to improve them. 

The jury will take a transparent decision, based on some criteria: 

· Relevance of the research topic
· Quality of the paper (defining the theme, structure, clarity, argumentation, methodology and data analysis)
· Originality of the paper
· Application of the paper
4. Editing and publishing the volume

· Published by EDRC in the collection: Syntheses

· Language of publishing  – volume, Romanian 

· Language of publishing – web, Romanian

· Awarded papers - 3

· Other papers published – 10-15

5. The prize award

Prizes 

I prize – $ 500

II prize – $ 300

III prize – $ 200

The awards are net amounts, paid on the basis of a contract according to the law of copyright. 

Dissemination 

The results of the research will be made public at a press conference, followed by a round table with the participation of some decision makers, representatives of the NGO’s and of the press, researchers. 
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