2005-2006 Call for proposals for

Curriculum Research Fellowships

Application deadline: 25 November 2005

The Central European University’s (CEU) Curriculum Resource Center (CRC) funded by the Higher Education Support Program, is launching a new project, the Curriculum Research Fellowship. With this new research project CRC invites applications from scholars (higher education researchers and teaching faculty) from the region to investigate social science curricula and curriculum design practices in former communist countries. 

The aim of the research fellowship is to provide CRC and its strategic partners with an insight into how undergraduate and graduate degree programs in various disciplines have been developed and implemented across the region. 

Fellowship description

The fellowships to be offered would consist of a monthly stipend, a negotiated research grant and consultancy provided to successful individuals or groups. The duration of the grant can range from 6 to 9 months (research projects should have their starting date preferably 1 January 2006), depending on the breath and depth of the research to be carried out. Since all curriculum research will be directed towards disciplinary developments in one or more countries of our target region, future grantees will not be required to reside in Budapest, though short library research and consultancy can be offered for them at CEU. 

Eligibility

Due to the disciplinary depth and understanding of curriculum building policies required by such a research, the targeted group of the Curriculum Research Fellowship will be innovative academics from East-Central Europe, the former Soviet Union and Mongolia, with a broad international perspective in their disciplines and good command of English. Fellowships can be offered to individuals or groups of researchers.

Selected applicants will be required to negotiate with host institutions in the region (departments, universities, accreditation agencies, etc) the terms of their future research activities carried out in those units - letters of agreements and cooperation will be requested from all institutions where curriculum research is to be carried out, particularly in cases where access to data is of paramount importance for the success of the research. Higher-level university officials and experts can also be included in faculty-led group initiatives.

Research outcomes

Selected researchers will be expected to critically assess the dynamics of curriculum development in existing social science disciplines. The description and methodology of the research and its findings need to be described in a research paper of high academic quality (in English). The research papers will be published electronically on the CRC website. The scholarly purpose of the research needs to be clear in all cases, and where possible, project designers will be encouraged to consult with other experts in their disciplines. 

Successful fellowship grantees might be asked to offer a public lecture at Central European University on their research projects and findings.

Research areas

Applicants for the fellowship could propose research projects in the following areas (including but not limited to):

· Comparative curriculum research in social sciences (regional, national differences in social science curricula)

· Undergraduate and graduate curricula: harmonies and discrepancies 

· Building new curricula – strategies. Importing externally developed curricula versus developing curricula internally at university level

· The breadth of scholarship: interdisciplinarity in curriculum building, policies of cross-listing courses

· Joint degree programs in our region
· The effect of funding and loans (WB and IMF) on the curriculum or on the development of specific social science disciplines

· Departmental curriculum changes reflecting new trends in disciplines

· The core of the discipline in the curriculum

· Curriculum practices causing the fragmentation of certain disciplines

· Disciplinary cannons in social science curricula 

· Curriculum design and stakeholders: marketization of higher education

· Curriculum and educational objectives: preparing for academic or non-academic careers

· Curriculum changes in the Bologna process

· Etc.

Detailed research proposals will be considered in both practical, immediate curriculum questions or more remote, background issues of historical or theoretical significance that researchers believe to have a long-run effect on the development of curricula in their disciplines. 

Selection process:

Research proposals will be selected by an international committee of higher education experts jointly with faculty in the applicant’s discipline(s). The research proposal will be examined in relation to the time requested for the fellowship. Short-listed applicants might be asked to provide additional materials to their applications, and will be interviewed.

Application procedures:

All applicants need to:

1. Fill out a Curriculum Research Fellowship application form (attached)

2. Attach a signed reference letter from a colleague in your discipline who is of established standing. (the recommendation letter can also be e-mailed to crf@ceu.hu by the writer of the letter)

3. Attach a curriculum vitae, which should include a list of publications, conference papers relevant to the topic of the proposed research.

4. Enclose a detailed research proposal of minimum two pages. 

