Short description of the PhD-thesis

The fall of communism and the subsequent transitions towards democracy of the former socialist states of Central Eastern Europe triggered a nationalist revival. One of its most obvious manifestations was a resurgence of minority issues to the political forefront. This threat to the continent’s stability, so dramatically illustrated by the events in Former Yugoslavia, was taken into account during the enlargement of Euro-Atlantic institutions to Central Eastern Europe.

The European regime for minority protection can be characterized by the combined set of practices and instruments of these institutions (European Union, Council of Europe, OSCE XE "OSCE : Généralités"  and NATO), which are intended to regulate minority issues in the region. In fact, three main instruments have been used to this end: the exportation of norms and the transmission of models; socialisation through institutional involvement in the conflictual process; and the process of conditional integration. The effectiveness of this regime – the three instruments – was studied in the light of the case-study of the Hungarian-Romanian conflict in Romania since 1989. This dispute is the core of a potentially dangerous national and international debate in the early 1990s.

This research on regime effectiveness shows that, in the case of the Hungarian-Romanian conflict, international co-operation significantly accelerated the process of stabilizing the political conflict. In particular, the political conditionality applied by NATO and the EU over accession was sufficiently to constrain actors to act differently. The conditional accession incentive was supported by deeper level instruments including the development of norms of minority protection (Council of Europe, OSCE XE "OSCE : Généralités" ), and third-party mediation (High Commissioner for National Minorities, OSCE). The three instruments taken together are a complex and effective combination of influence from external actors on nationalist conflicts. However, these results have to be considered in the light of favourable internal factors, such as a moderate conflict dynamic (no violence) and the acceptance of this external interference in the context of failed states and economic crisis.
